
REALISTIC (URBAN) FICTION (List compiled by KCLS) 
 

 Baby Girl by Lenora Adams: 
Sheree writes a letter to her mother explaining why she has run away from home with her new baby 
and her mother writes back. 

 Flight by Sherman Alexie: 
Zits, a deeply troubled Indian-Irish orphan, finds himself transported through space and time and into 
another body just as he's about to commit a mass murder. 

 The Making of Dr. Truelove by Derrick Barnes: 
Diego and his best friend, J-Live, hatch a crazy plan to get Diego's ex-girlfriend back,a ccidentally 
making Diego into a superstar. 

 Almost Home by Jessica Blank 
7 homeless teens, each with a past they'd rather forget, tell their interconnected stories about living and 
surviving on the streets of LA. 

 Tyrell by Coe Booth: 
15-year-old Tyrell scrambles to make money for his family, but is determined  to do it legally so that he 
doesn't end up in jail like his drug-dealer father. 

 Candy by Kevin Brooks: 
Joe's life changes when he enters Candy's world of drugs, violence, and desperation. As the hard truth 
about Candy's life emerges, Joe finds himself facing danger at every turn. 

 Fast Life (Kimani Tru series) by Cassandra Carter: 
16-year-old Kyra Jones knows how to get along in her Chicago neighborhood, but when her single 
mom takes a new job, Kyra has to leave behind her old home and old ways.  

 Played by Dana Davidson: 
When one of the hottest guys in school asks her out, Kylie is surprised and cautious.  Is he genuine or is 
he just another player? 

 Party Girl by Lynn Ewing: 
Kata must escape the rival LA gang that has killed her best friend Ana. 

 Bang by Sharon Flake: 
Mann, struggling with drugs and violence, must survive in the woods with his friend Kee-lee, after his 
father leaves him there, but discovers even more violence and tragedy. 

 Money Hungry by Sharon Flake: 
Now that she and her mom are in the projects, Raspberry vows never to be homeless again; but her 
money-hoarding is causing Raspberry to lose friends. 

 Saint Iggy by K.L. Going: 
When Iggy Corso gets kicked out of school, he decides  to make a plan to show everyone that he can 
make something of his life, despite his stoner dad, runaway mom, and well-meaning but privileged 
friend. 

 Theories of Relativity by Barbara Haworth-Attard: 
Dylan's possessions all fit in his backpack since his mom kicked him out. Life on the streets is 
dangerous, but surviving his friendship with Jenna might be the hardest part. 

 Crank by Ellen Hopkins: 
While staying with her often-absent father, Kristina begins using Meth or “the Monster.” Her life 
spirals out of control as her drug use increases, and in one final humiliation, Kristina is faced with the 
toughest decision of her life. 

 First Part last by Angela Johnson: 
16-year-old Bobby struggles to balance school, work, and the challenges of single parenthood as he 
raises his newborn daughter, Feather. 

 Drift by Manuel Luis Martinez: 



After 16-year-old Robert's father abandons the family, his mother has a nervous breakdown. Robert 
struggles with a life of violence and drugs, and an effort to reunite his family. 

 Harlem Hustle by Janet McDonald: 
17-year-old Eric Samson, a street-smart high school dropout, must keep himself out of jail if he is 
going to achieve his dreams of his alter ego, rapper “Harlem Hustle.” 

 Monster by Walter Dean Myers: 
16-year-old Steve Harmon writes the screenplay of his trial and time at the Manhattan Detention Center 
after his involvement in a robbery results in death. 

 Web of Lies by Beverly Naidoo: 
Despite his fear, Femi, a young refugee from Nigeria, finds he is unable to resist the pressures of 
joining a London street gang. 

 Paranoid Park by Blake Nelson: 
What would you do if you saw someone killed right in front of your eyes? Would you tell, even if you 
knew you could be blamed? 

 Imani All Mine by Connie Rose Porter: 
15-year-old Tasha becomes pregnant after being raped.  She tries to raise her baby without dropping 
out of school. 

 Always Running – La Vida Loca, Gang Days in LA by Luis J. Rodriguez: 
The author recounts his years as a barrio gang member in this unflinchingly honest and powerful 
memoir. 

 Lost and Found (Bluford series) by Anne Schraff: 
Darcy Wills is used to looking out for her little sister Jamee, but when Jamee starts hanging out with 
the wrong crowd at school, Darcy isn't sure what to do. 

 Hoopster by Alan Lawrence Sitomer: 
Asked by his boss to write a magazine article about racial tension, 17-year-old intern Andre Anderson 
is reluctant to examine racism in his life, but when his article gains national attention and he is 
attacked, Andre can't think of anything else. 

 Behind the Eyes by Francisco X. Stork: 
When 16-year-old Hector challenges a gang leader for killing his brother, he realizes he has only two 
choices: stay and be killed by the gang or go to a reform school and start a new life. 

 Can't Get There From Here by Todd Strasser: 
Maybe connects with other runaways and throwaways on New York City's streets, but soon realizes 
most of her new friends don't survive long. 

 Street Pharm by Allison Van Diepen: 
When his father was sent to prison, 17-year-old Ty Johnson took over his dad's territory. He's 
determined to be a smart drug-dealer and get ahead, but dangerous rivals and a girl at school begin to 
make him question what he really wants. 

 Rooftop by Paul Volponi: 
Still shocked after witnessing police shoot his unarmed cousin to death on the roof of a New York City 
housing project, 17-year-old Clay is caught up in a clash of politics and racial issues. 

 Fight Game by Kate Wild: 
In order to avoid arrest for a crime he didn't commit, 17-year-old Freedom Smith agrees to go 
undercover to break up an illegal no-rules fight game. 

 Emako Blue by Brenda Woods: 
After a tragic shooting, Emako's friends bond over her life, her death, and the impressions she has left 
on their lives. 


