
Latino Literature (Compiled by KCLS)

• Sofi Mendoza's Guide to Getting Lost in Mexico by Malin Alegria:
Crashing a party across the Mexican border teaches Sofi a few lessons about her heritage, her 
parents, and what sacrifices they made to immigrate to the United States.

• Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez
Anita, a girl growing up in the Dominican Republic, discovers that her family is involved in a 
plot to assassinate the dictator, General Trujilo.

• Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya
The curandera (Mayan natural healer), Ultima, helps a young boy, Tony Marez, find his own 
identity within the conflicting cultural and religious forces of their rural New Mexico 
community.

• Behind the Mountains by Edwidge Danticat:
Celiane travels from Haiti to Brooklyn in order to find her missing father and start a new life 
with her family.

• The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros:
Esperanza, age 15, describes the harsh realities of growing up in the Latino section of Chicago.

• Chasing the Jaguar by Michele Dominguez Greene:
Martika's strange dreams about a jaguar and a young girl's kidnapping unsettle her as she gets 
ready for her quinceanera.

• The Circuit: Stories from the Life of a Migrant Child by Francisco Jiminez:
Whether Panchito's picking cotton, grapes, strawberries, or carrots, it's hard, back-breaking 
work and all he really wants is to stay in one place and go to the same school for a while.

• Heat by Mike Lupica:
Michael is benched from his position as star pitcher on his Little League baseball team when 
opposing teams accuse him of being too old, and his father's recent death means he has no 
parent to prove he's only 12 years old.

• Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida by Victor Martinez:
Manny relates his coming of age experiences as a member of a poor Mexican American family 
in which the alcoholic father only adds to everyone's struggle.

• Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan:
When her father is brutally murdered, 14-year-old Esperanza and her mother leave Mexico to 
work in a California migrant camp in the 1930's.

• So Hard to Say by Alex Sanchez:
Xio and Frederick are best friends, but when Xio's intentions are more than friendly, Frederick 
has to figure out his feelings and confront the fact that he may be gay.

• The Afterlife by Gary Soto:
A senior at East Fresno High School lives on as a ghost after his brutal murder in the restroom 
of a club where he has gone to dance.

• The Last Summer of the Death Warriors by Francisco X. Stork:
Seventeen-year-old Pancho is bent on avenging the senseless death of his sister, but after he 
meets D.Q, who is dying of cancer, and Marisol, one of D.Q.'s caregivers, both boys find their 
lives changed by their interactions.

NON-FICTION:
• Always Running: La Vida Loca, Gang Days in LA by Luis J. Rodriguez

Luis Rodriguez tells his true-life story of living in an LA gang to convince his son to leave the 
gang he has joined.


